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MEDIA RELEASE

15th October 2007
Current Production Champion To Drive For Mazda

Mazda New Zealand has selected Dale Williams, the winner of the 2005/06 Production Series to drive its Mazda3 MPS factory entry in the New Zealand Production Racing series this summer. 

The decision was made following track testing at Taupo last month where a number of drivers were given the opportunity to drive the Mazda3 MPS. 

Andrew Clearwater, managing director, Mazda New Zealand says it was a tough decision as all the drivers at Taupo were extremely talented. 

“After a thorough evaluation of the prospective drivers, we felt Dale had the driving ability and experience to ensure that the Mazda3 MPS will feature strongly in the series.  He is a proven performer which is highlighted by the fact that he won the series last year and also had a strong showing in the Toyota Racing Series.

“Dale also has a very strong support team that has been with him for four years and helped him win the 2004/05 Pro 7 series as well as the Production Series title last year. Having a good team will be crucial if we are to challenge for the title this year.  We were very impressed with the professionalism of Dale and the Williams Motorsport team.” 

Williams started racing from a young age.  Seventeen years competing in BMX riding, karting and drag racing has provided him with the skills to make a very successful transition to competitive Motorsport.

His selection to drive the Mazda3 MPS entry in the forthcoming season marks Mazda’s long awaited return to New Zealand motor racing.  It is the company’s first factory entry into motor racing since the early 90’s.  However, Mazda vehicles have always featured prominently on race tracks around the country for a number of years with the RX-7 and RX-8 proving very popular vehicles.

“We are looking forward to the coming series, and with Dale at the wheel of the Mazda3 MPS, we are confident Mazda’s first season back on the racetrack will be a good one,” concluded Clearwater.

Andrew Clearwater

Mazda Motors of New Zealand Ltd
Ph: (64-9) 277-8720

email: aclearwater@mazda.co.nz
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