Gidday all!

Well, its' now a few weeks since our 2008/2009 season was done and dusted and its time perhaps to take stock of some of whats been happening of late.

I was gutted that I was unable to attend the final round at Puke and I have to thank Dave Silverton for standing in for me at late notice and taking over the wheel of the Skyline. The Suzuki/NZPRS came to a close at that meeting and its timely for me to express congratulations to our various winners, namely ;-

Class A, Cody McMaster 1st,

William Bamber, 2nd

Ben Dallas, 3rd.

Class B,

Gene Rollinson, 1st

Mike Modgill 2nd,

Steve Taylor, 3rd.

Class C,

Brady Kennett 1st,

Zane Coppins, 2nd

Simon Sceats, 3rd.

In addition,

Class A Rookie,William Bamber

Class B Rookie, Barry Garland

Class C Rookie, Kevin Varney

"Most Improved" Katherine Collins

"Best Presented" XBox 360 Racing

"Sportsman" Kevin Varney.

Congratulations to you all. Each of you embodies the spirit of Motorsport at its best. Well done.

I would also like to pay a special tribute to all those that laboured so hard behind the scenes - in particular our hard-working class co-coordinator, Lindsay and our Tech 'geek', Justin. But we should also acknowlege the Dunlop tyre guys, the BP Fuel people, and of course our individual pit crews and support mob including wives, partners and sundry hangers-on. Thanks to each and every one of you.

We are shortly to commence a marketing campaign promoting the attractiveness of NZ Production Racing as a reasonably budget-friendly means of participating in top level championship motor sport. If you know anyone at all who may be considering a move to our Class, please pass on their details and we will be sure to include them on our information database.

We are aware of a number of exciting new cars being proposed to be built and we are also aware of rumours regarding a variety of new cars being imported with the intent of building them up into PR spec race cars. The new class structure also allows for interesting new concepts to be built and tested. If all that we hear is true, there could also be one or two different makes running in the existing Class A structure as well so that not all the entrants in this class will have a name begining with "S" ! Some of the driver names being mentioned include past entrants in NZFF, Toyota Series, Porsche GT3 cup, and NZV8. Great stuff if it all comes to pass!

In addition, we also hear rumours of a number of drivers moving to a different class within the PRS so we may well see a number of Class A drivers moving to Class B or C and so on. The very thought of some of our more 'daring' Suzuki pedallers moving up to Class C turbo 'rockets ... Hell, I can't wait!

We consistently fielded one of the bigger grids at all our meetings and this was shown up with comparisons with a couple of the more 'glamourous' fields where, on occassion, one or two of them struggled to field double figures. Also, NZPRS fielded the youngest driver, the oldest driver (no, it wasn't me!) and we had the only female driver that competed in every one of the championship rounds. All this is sufficient for us all to be pretty proud of the show that we combined to put on this last season!

The Association is pressing on with our efforts to tidy up the interpretation of boost rules and regs for forced-induction cars and we remain hopeful of a positive response on this along with our request for the MSN Tech people to have yet another look at the question of brake cooling. I have to confess that, while I am certainly not personally too concerned about the former ( the Skyline is naturally aspirated) , the question brake cooling had not worried me either until our last outing at Manfeild when I experienced the front brakes 'boiling' up with the resultant loss of braking. The heat generated was such that our very nice anodised gold "Brembo" calipers had discoloured to a dirty charcoal colour but that was nothing compared with the momentary 'panic' and tightening of a certain part of the anatomy that one experiences when the pedal goes 'spongy' and the brakes tell you that they aint up to stopping the car like they should!!!

Finally, we had a very satisfying AGM where a number of issues were aired and, following often vigorous debate, these were put to the vote and a formal position was decided upon. Everyone had a chance to speak to these but once the vote was taken the Association then adopts a position that represents the wishes of the majority of the members. This then becomes the 'official' view of the Association and if this does not neccessarily line up with your own personal view, my belief is that you should remain silent rather than continue with a dissenting view when addressing the issue with non-members of the Association. I hope this doesn't come across as a clumsy attempt at supressing the right to free speech as that is that last thing that I want to see. It is simply a wish for the members of the NZPRS to show solidarity with the membership at large when we have adopetd an 'official' position on any particular question.

So, it only remains for me to wish everyone a 'restful' off-season, take good care of yourselves, and remember - keep the racing for the racetrack!
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