04-12-08
PLENTY OF ACTION FOR XBOX 360 RACING AT RUAPUNA
The XBOX360 Racing Team were right in the thick of the action at round three of the 2008/09 Suzuki New Zealand Production Racing Series at Powerbuilt Tools Raceway over the weekend, with team drivers Simon Sceats and Michael Modgill both experiencing their fair share of highs and lows on the technical Ruapuna circuit.
Both XBOX 360 team cars entered the event second overall in their respective classes (Sceats in Class C 4WD and Modgill in Class B 2WD) and were keen to capitalise on their strong opening rounds with a good showing down south.
Sceats qualified his XBOX 360 Subaru Impreza in a steady fifth place after struggling to capitalise on the tyre performance early in his qualifying run, but a strong start in the first race had him up to second place early; a position he held for the duration behind the Mitsubishi Evo of Logan Childs.
Unfortunately for Sceats the weekend took a turn on lap one of the second race, when he and Logan Childs made contact while jostling for position within a large pack of cars. Childs made heavy impact with the earth bank bordering the exit of the infield “Carousel”, bouncing back into the path of Sceats and heavily damaging the two cars.
Sceats was lucky enough to make the grid for the final race behind the wheel of Kevin Varney’s Hydraulink Subaru Impreza, where he climbed from the very rear of the 26 car field to finish in fourth place and salvage valuable points for the championship.
“It’s a big shame the weekend was marred by an incident like that,” Sceats said.
“I was squeezed to the outside of the circuit exiting the carousel until I hit the grass and it was all over. A bit more racing room there wouldn’t have been a problem. Thankfully the car is fixable and structurally we seem to be in the clear.
Kevin Varney was kind enough to lend me his Impreza for the final race, which was great as the fourth place finish keeps us in the hunt for the title approaching Timaru in the new year.
The XBOX 360 Mazda 3 MPS of team mate Michael Modgill stayed damage-free at Ruapuna, but that’s not to say there wasn’t a fair share of action within the Class B title fight.
Resuming battle with Gene Rollinson’s sister MPS and Steve Taylor’s Honda Civic R, Modgill claimed a close second place in qualifying behind Rollinson; the margin of difference a mere 2/10ths of a second.
Modgill admittedly struggled in adapting to the new car on the twisty Ruapuna circuit after competing in a Honda Integra last season, but still fared well in the opening two races, claiming podium finishes in both.
The handicap grid final race gave Modgill and his Class B rivals an opportunity to fight for an overall podium with the Class C 4WDs starting from the rear of the grid, and after dispatching of Taylor early on Modgill pushed hard in the wake of a very speedy Rollinson, holding out a number of the turbocharged machines in behind and claiming sixth overall for the race. With second in Class B for both the race and round, the weekend was finished on a positive note.
We showed early promise but didn’t get on top of the car this weekend, Modgill commented.
The final race was certainly a highlight and I was able to attack but Gene was just too quick. He’s going really well and I reckon when we can find a happy medium between me and the car we will be right there with him battling for the race and round wins.
While Sceats has slipped to fourth in the Class C 4WD points standings the gap to leader Zane Coppins is a small one, and Modgill’s retaining of second place in Class B 2WD keeps him in the hunt as he and Rollinson gallop away from the chasing pack.
The Suzuki New Zealand Production Racing Series now takes a brief break for festivities over December before returning to action at Levels Raceway in Timaru on January 09-11, as part of the double-header that sees Teretonga Park follow in quick succession on January 16-18, 2009.
ENDS

2008/09 Suzuki New Zealand Production Racing Series  Points after Round Three of Seven
	
	CLASS C 4WD
	
	

	Pos
	Name
	Car
	Points

	1
	Zane Coppins
	Mitsubishi Evo 9
	558

	2
	Brady Kennett
	Mitsubishi Evo 9
	540

	3
	Grant Aitken
	Mitsubishi Evo 9
	506

	4
	Simon Sceats
	Subaru Impreza WRX
	493

	5
	Scott McKelvie
	Mitsubishi Evo 9
	417

	
	
	
	

	
	CLASS B 2WD
	
	

	Pos
	Name
	Car
	Points

	1
	Gene Rollinson
	Mazda 3 MPS
	667

	2
	Michael Modgill
	Mazda 3 MPS
	576

	3
	Steve Taylor
	Honda Civic
	515

	4
	Barry Garland
	MG ZR
	328

	5
	Andrew Fox
	Nissan 200 SX
	303



2008/09 Suzuki New Zealand Production Racing Series Calendar
Rnd 1 Oct 03-05, 2008  Taupo Motorsport Park
Rnd 2 Nov 07-09, 2008  Pukekohe Park Raceway
Rnd 3 Nov 29-30, 2008 � Ruapuna Park, Christchurch
Rnd 4 Jan 09-11, 2009  Levels Raceway, Timaru
Rnd 5 Jan 16-18, 2009  Teretonga Park, Invercargill
Rnd 6 Feb 27-Mar 01, 2009  Manfeild Park, Feilding 
Rnd 7 Mar 20-22, 2009  Pukekohe Park Raceway

Simon Sceats and Michael Modgill are proudly supported by XBOX 360, Uniscreen, Digital Vision, J&R Contracting, Ceccato, Promoworld, Motul Oil, Speed Source, Embroidery Works and Omega Rental Cars
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