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PODIUMS FOR SCEATS AND MODGILL AT PUKEKOHE
The newly formed XBOX Racing Team have had a strong second round of the 2008/09 Suzuki New Zealand Production Racing Series at Pukekohe, with team drivers Simon Sceats and Michael Modgill both finishing on the podium.
Sceats is this season defending the Class C 4WD and overall series titles in his XBOX Subaru Impreza, while Modgill, competing in Class B 2WD, has made the switch from Honda to the XBOX Mazda 3 MPS after his debut Production Racing season last year.
Sceats had a tough start to the weekend with a technical infringement in qualifying relegating him to eleventh for the start of race one. His pace was realised in the races however, and fourth place in race one was buoyed by a win in the second after outpacing rival Mitsubishi racer Logan Childs and making a daring passing manoeuvre into the fast turn one sweeper late in the race.
Starting from the rear of the grid in the handicap format feature race, Sceats battled hard to cut tracks through the slower Class A and B cars to cross the line in fourth place at the finish.
“The qualifying incident had the potential to ruin the weekend, but it turned out pretty well,” Sceats commented.
“I think we showed what we are capable of in the second race and the final race was a case of just biding my time and picking off the cars where I could. It was tough with the yellow flags at turn one all race, but second overall for the event means valuable points for the championship.”
Modgill’s transition to the Mazda 3 MPS looked positive from the outset and he showed his increasing confidence and hunger behind the wheel at Pukekohe to qualify in second position in Class B, only 1/10th of a second of Gene Rollinson in the factory “Zoom Zoom” Mazda.
Modgill scored victory in the opening race after pressuring Rollinson for the duration and making the pass for the lead exiting the hairpin in the closing laps. Podium finishes in race two and the handicap feature gave Modgill, like team mate Sceats, second overall for the event.
“It’s been a great weekend for the XBOX Racing Team,” Modgill commented.
“The opening race was probably the most exciting I’ve ever had and to take the victory was awesome. I made a small error of judgement at the start of the feature and was caught out with the yellow flags but what pleases me the most is that we’re already consistently on the same pace as Gene and the car is showing a lot of promise.”
In the wake of Pukekohe both Sceats and Modgill sit in second place in their respective Class C and B championships. The Suzuki New Zealand Production Racing Series now heads south to the Powerbuilt Tools International Raceway at Ruapuna Park, Christchurch on November 28-30. Both XBOX team drivers have fond memories of the circuit and look forward to continuing their championship quests in a few weeks time. 
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2008/09 Suzuki New Zealand Production Racing Series  Points after Round Two of Six 
	
	CLASS C 4WD
	
	

	Pos
	Name
	Car
	Points

	1
	Brady Kennett
	Mitsubishi Evo 9
	381

	2
	Simon Sceats
	Subaru Impreza WRX
	372

	3
	Zane Coppins
	Mitsubishi Evo 9
	364

	4
	Grant Aitken
	Mitsubishi Evo 9
	321

	5
	Dean Sumner
	Mitsubishi Evo 9
	271

	
	
	
	

	
	CLASS B 2WD
	
	

	Pos
	Name
	Car
	Points

	1
	Gene Rollinson
	Mazda 3 MPS
	442

	2
	Michael Modgill
	Mazda 3 MPS
	389

	3
	Steve Taylor
	Honda Civic
	381

	4
	Andrew Fox
	Nissan 200 SX
	303

	5
	Peter Hills
	Honda Integra
	230


2008/09 Suzuki New Zealand Production Racing Series Calendar
Rnd 1 Oct 03-05, 2008 - Taupo Motorsport Park
Rnd 2 Nov�07-09, 2008 � Pukekohe Park Raceway
Rnd 3 Nov 29-30, 2008 - Ruapuna Park, Christchurch
Rnd 4 Jan 09-11, 2009 - Levels Raceway, Timaru
Rnd 5 Jan 16-18, 2009 - Teretonga Park, Invercargill
Rnd 6 Feb 27-Mar 01, 2009 -  Manfeild Park, Feilding 
Rnd 7 Mar 20-22, 2009 - Pukekohe Park Raceway

Simon Sceats and Michael Modgill are proudly supported by XBOX 360, Uniscreen, Digital Vision, J&R Contracting, Ceccato, Promoworld, Motul Oil, Speed Source, Embroidery Works and Omega Rental Cars
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