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BRAKES HALT XBOX360 RACING AT TIMARU
The XBOX360 Racing Team has taken what positives it can from the fourth round of the 2008/09 Suzuki New Zealand Production Racing Series held at Levels Raceway in Timaru over the weekend, with both cars suffering mechanical difficulties that lingered throughout the event.
Led by team drivers Simon Sceats in the XBOX360 Subaru Impreza and Michael Modgill in the XBOX360 Mazda3 MPS, the weekend started well with both cars posting competitive times in official practice ahead of Saturday morning’s qualifying session.
Defending Class C and overall series champion Simon Sceats put the Impreza on the second row of the grid with the fourth quickest lap time in qualifying, only to retire early in the opening race after becoming jammed in third gear when a gear selector finger snapped, rendering the car undriveable and putting him out of the race.
The XBOX360 Racing crew worked tirelessly overnight to fix the car in Christchurch, finishing up around 3:00am and catching forty winks before race two early on Sunday morning.
Starting from ninth position, Sceats was decisive in traffic and soon up to fifth, embroiled in a race-long battle with the Mitsubishi Evo of Grant Aitken; the pair finishing nose-to-tail at the chequered flag.
Sceats was quick off the mark in the reverse-grid final race, carving a swath through the slower traffic and taking the lead at the mid-way stage. There was intense pressure from Zane Coppins throughout, however Sceats took the victory to salvage a strong result to conclude the event.
That was until Sceats was found to have the incorrect sized rear brake rotors in a post-event scrutineering check, resulting in disqualification from the race. The parts, imported from the United States, were incorrectly labelled in their catalogue and left the team with its smallest points haul of the season thus far.
“It’s been a hard weekend,” Sceats admitted soon after. 
“We had good speed in qualifying and early in race one before the gearbox issue, and as we climbed back through the field on Sunday to eventually win the final race it seemed like a fitting way to repay the efforts put in by the team overnight.
The drama with the brake rotors was a surprise and we really had no idea of the issue, however it will be rectified ahead of Invercargill and we can get back to what matters, and that’s winning races.”
While not quite as eventful as his team mate, Michael Modgill’s weekend in the XBOX360 Mazda3 MPS was still lined with trouble. 
Modgill had impressive pace in official testing but was forced to use qualifying to scrub in new brake rotors, giving the edge to title rivals Gene Rollinson and Steve Taylor. 
A solid drive in the opening race had Modgill on the podium and within reach of the laptimes set by the pair ahead of him, but trouble struck in race two when a brake rotor bolt sheared off the car on the warm up lap and left Modgill to contemplate the race leaning over pit wall.
With the brake issue solved for the final race, Modgill wasted no time in disposing of the slower traffic ahead of him after a red flag restart early in the race. He battled understeer throughout but still led a good portion of the race before the arrival of the faster Class C cars and the fellow Mazda3 MPS of Gene Rollinson. 
Modgill slipped to third after Rollinson got by and a gear selection issue with less than two laps to go handed second to Steve Taylor’s Honda Civic.
“Looking back to Friday, I reckon we had really found something,” Modgill said. 
“The car felt good in the cooler temperatures and it was just a pity that the wear and tear of the circuit meant we had to use qualifying to scrub in brakes. I felt most comfortable in race one, and if the car had been handling like that in the final I believe I could have held out my rivals for the win.”
There’s no time to reminisce for the Suzuki New Zealand Production Racing Series, with the fifth round of the championship this coming weekend at Teretonga Park in Invercargill on January 16-18.  “The World’s Southernmost Race Place” is notorious for extreme weather on both ends of the scale, and the XBOX360 Racing Team will be packing both their rain coats and their sun block for the weekend ahead.
ENDS

2008/09 Suzuki New Zealand Production Racing Series  Points after Round Four of Seven
	
	CLASS C 4WD
	
	

	Pos
	Name
	Car
	Points

	1
	Zane Coppins
	Mitsubishi Evo 9
	753

	2
	Brady Kennett
	Mitsubishi Evo 9
	736

	3
	Grant Aitken
	Mitsubishi Evo 9
	681

	4
	Scott McKelvie
	Mitsubishi Evo 9
	619

	5
	Simon Sceats
	Subaru Impreza WRX
	542

	
	
	
	

	
	CLASS B 2WD
	
	

	Pos
	Name
	Car
	Points

	1
	Gene Rollinson
	Mazda3 MPS
	884

	2
	Steve Taylor
	Honda Civic
	724

	3
	Michael Modgill
	Mazda3 MPS
	696

	4
	Andrew Fox
	Nissan 200 SX
	471

	5
	Barry Garland
	MG ZR
	457


2008/09 Suzuki New Zealand Production Racing Series Calendar
Rnd 1 Oct 03-05, 2008  Taupo Motorsport Park
Rnd 2 Nov 07-09, 2008  Pukekohe Park Raceway
Rnd 3 Nov 29-30, 2008  Ruapuna Park, Christchurch
Rnd 4 Jan 09-11, 2009 � Levels Raceway, Timaru
Rnd 5 Jan 16-18, 2009  Teretonga Park, Invercargill
Rnd 6 Feb 27-Mar 01, 2009 � Manfeild Park, Feilding 
Rnd 7 Mar 20-22, 2009 � Pukekohe Park Raceway

Simon Sceats and Michael Modgill are proudly supported by XBOX 360, Uniscreen, Digital Vision, J&R Contracting, Ceccato, Promoworld, Motul Oil, Speed Source, Embroidery Works and Omega Rental Cars
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