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MODGILL TAKES CLASS B HONOURS AT MANFEILD
The XBOX360 Racing Team has completed a fantastic run at the Manfeild round of the 2008/09 Suzuki New Zealand Production Racing Series over the weekend, with both cars on the podium and Michael Modgill taking his first Class B round win at the wheel of the XBOX360 Mazda3 MPS.

In an event interrupted by the constant threat of rain, Modgill and team mate Simon Sceats took the cautious approach for qualifying and, for Modgill at least, it proved to be the right one as he took pole position for Class B over the Honda Civic of Steve Taylor.

With the rain continuing for the opening race Modgill was confident of capitalising on his qualifying position; however he spent most of the ten laps on the bumpers of Taylor and Gene Rollinson after making a poor getaway off the line.

His impressive car speed allowed him to perform the 'up and under' manoeuvre on Taylor at turn one late in the race, before passing Rollinson in the same spot soon after and going on to take his first victory of the weekend.

Opting for a wet setup for race two worked in Modgill's favour early on, until a lengthy red flag period mid-race allowed the track to dry out and he had to consolidate for second place.

Though it has eluded him for much of the championship to date, luck was on Modgill's side in the reverse grid final race and after disposing of the Suzuki Swift Cup contingent with a little less ease than Rollinson ahead of him, Modgill set off on a charge and began to eat into the factory Mazda's seven second lead.

Having reduced the gap to four seconds with two laps remaining it looked as though Rollinson would again be victorious, however an engine issue caused him to suddenly lose power and the XBOX360 Mazda3 MPS took the position with two corners remaining, going on to take not only the Class B race-and-round win, but also the race win overall.



Michael Modgill overtakes Gene Rollinson
"It's been a fantastic weekend in really trying conditions," Modgill commented.

"We really made some progress with the car setup this weekend and the team have given me the best car I’ve had all season. Gene's points lead is unassailable now with one round to go but we will be giving it our all to repeat this performance at Pukekohe."

Meanwhile, Simon Sceats completed a consistent weekend behind the wheel of the XBOX360 Subaru Impreza WRX to take another podium position and move up to third in the Class C points.

Sceats has been in 'recovery mode' for much of the championship after striking trouble at both Ruapuna and Timaru, and picked back a large portion of the deficit in a dominant run at Invercargill. He looked to Manfeild to secure third place in the series.

Putting the early scare of a gearbox failure in testing behind him, Sceats qualified the Impreza in fourth place in Manfeild's inclement conditions and finished there in the opening race also, struggling against the superior torque of the Mitsubishi Evo trio of Brady Kennett, Zane Coppins and Scott McKelvie.

Race two proved a better run for Sceats as he picked his way through the field from his eighth place starting position to secure third and hold it to the flag. Sceats spent much of the race in a battle with the Mazda3 MPS of Gene Rollinson - the two cars' strengths and weaknesses being played off against one another on the wet track  before Sceats got the better of the Class B points leader late in the race.

Starting near the rear of the field for the reverse grid final race, Sceats set to following Kennett and Zane Coppins through on the slower cars ahead and in doing so had the Evo of McKelvie hounding his rear bumper. When McKelvie crashed out at the mid-way point, the pressure was off Sceats who soldiered on to finish in third place once again, taking the final podium spot for the round also.




Simon Sceats tackling the wet conditions
It was a very tough weekend and I really had no answer to the pace of the Evos," Sceats said.

"There are no excuses to be honest; it just wasn't my weekend. Coming away with a podium and moving into third in the points was a small consolation, however, and with the final round at my home circuit [Pukekohe] I'm really keen to get back on the top step of the podium".

The XBOX360 Racing Team would also like congratulate Jason Poon of Palmerston North, who took out the XBOX Forza2 Hot Laps Competition held over the duration of the weekend at Manfeild. Jason was awarded a brand new XBOX console for his efforts.

With Michael Modgill and Simon Sceats now sitting comfortably in second and third respectively in their classes, the XBOX360 Racing Team have reason to be excited and the final round of the championship is just around the corner, with Pukekohe Park playing host in less than two weeks time on March 13-15.


ENDS


XBOX360 Drivers Standings
Modgill | 2nd | 1055pts | Class B
Sceats | 3rd | 933pts | Class C

Suzuki NZ Production Racing Series Calendar
Rnd 1 Oct 03-05, 2008 – Taupo Motorsport Park
Rnd 2 Nov 07-09, 2008 – Pukekohe Park Raceway
Rnd 3 Nov 29-30, 2008 – Ruapuna Park, Christchurch
Rnd 4 Jan 09-11, 2009 – Levels Raceway, Timaru
Rnd 5 Jan 16-18, 2009 – Teretonga Park, Invercargill
Rnd 6 Feb 27-Mar 01, 2009 – Manfeild Park, Feilding
Rnd 7 Mar 13-15, 2009 – Pukekohe Park Raceway 

Full results are available at MyLaps
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Simon Sceats and Michael Modgill are proudly supported by XBOX 360, Uniscreen, Digital Vision, J&R Contracting, Ceccato, Promoworld, Motul Oil, Speed Source, Embroidery Works and Omega Rental Cars.
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