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MULTIPLE VICTORIES FOR XBOX360 RACING AT TERETONGA

The XBOX360 Racing Team has bounced back from the misfortunes of Timaru to take victory in round five of the 2008/09 Suzuki New Zealand Production Racing Series held at Teretonga Park in Invercargill over the weekend.

Team drivers Simon Sceats and Michael Modgill were both competitive throughout with Sceats scoring a pair ofClass C wins behind the wheel of the XBOX360 Subaru Impreza, while Modgill put early troubles behind him to convincingly win the final of the three races in Class B 2WD in the XBOX360 Mazda3 MPS.

Simon Sceats had a tough time in the first two legs of the South Island portion of the championship, first with a large accident at Ruapuna Park and then with a shock disqualification at Timaru soon after winning the final reverse-grid race.

There were little signs of trouble at Invercargill, however, and Sceats was quick off the mark around the unforgiving 2.62km circuit with its iconic sweeping first corner.

Starting off the front row for the opening race, Sceats hassled points leader and eventual race winner Zane Coppins for the duration, mounting a late charge that included two outside passing attempts at the turn one  loop before settling for second position at the finish.

Sunday was even kinder to Sceats as he took the early lead in the second race from the Mitsubishi of Brady Kennett. This time it was Kennett who was applying the pressure on the bumper of the XBOX360 Impreza, but Sceats held on to the lead to take his first victory since round two of the championship at Pukekohe Park late last year.

Simon Sceats leading the way at Invercargill

With a hefty task ahead of him from the rear of the grid for the reverse grid race three, Sceats was initially cautious as he found his feet on a track that started wet and slippery, and finished with a dry race line clearly marked and visible. Having made his way up to fifth spot before a red flag intervention late in the race, Sceats blasted into the lead at the restart and took his second victory of the weekend, recording his second round win of the season in the process.

“This was a complete turnaround from Timaru and a great way to repay the faith to everyone involved with our team,” Sceats said.

“I really like this circuit and was confident from the outset. As it transpired I found myself in the thick of it in all three races and the car this weekend was just great. I knew victory was a possibility and it’s been a while since my last win so I’m very pleased.”
While Sceats battled for race victory at the head of the field, Michael Modgill’s weekend in the XBOX360 Mazda3 MPS initially looked to be taking a similar route to Timaru the week before, with a number of brake problems restricting him right throughout testing and forcing him to retire from qualifying in the early laps.

Even so, Modgill still qualified in third for Class B, and went one better in the opening race to quickly pass the fellow Mazda of Michael Ninkranz and finish behind the factory Mazda of Gene Rollinson in second place.

Michael Modgill at speed in the XBOX360 Mazda3 MPS

Modgill’s pace was such that a tough battle in race two with Rollinson looked to be on the cards. That was until three laps into the race when a tyre delaminated on the XBOX360 Mazda, damaging the electrics and blowing the vehicles main fuse, grinding it to a premature halt from what looked to be another strong result.

Modgill made amends in the rain-affected final race of the weekend, setting impressive overall laptimes rivalling those of the quicker Class C cars and taking the lead of Class B when Rollinson spun off the track in the closing stages. Modgill’s class victory was, like Sceats, his first since Pukekohe in November of last year, and the fourth place overall showed the potential of the nimble Mazda3 MPS as a real challenger on a wet race track.

“It’s been a long time between drinks,” Modgill commented.

“Once again we struck troubles early in the weekend and it wasn’t looking too promising on the whole, but I really felt at home on the wet track and I think the times reflect just how quick the Mazda can lap given the right conditions. Gene’s streaked ahead in the points now, but second is still well and truly up for grabs.”
Unlike the three-day turnaround for the Suzuki New Zealand Production Racing Series between Timaru and Teretonga, the XBOX360 Racing Team now have a six week break before the penultimate round of the championship at Manfeild Park in Feilding from February 27 to March 01 to freshen the two cars and prepare for another challenging event ahead.
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